
If I could see perfume

on night air

Jean-Christophe Rosaz

for lute solo
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If I could see perfume

on night air

Music: Jean-Christophe Rosaz

©

from the poem of Judith E.P. Johnson (Tasmania)

dedicated to Susan King

I) If I could see perfume

on Night air

would I be able

to see your absent presence?
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II)Listen!

Listen closely

so that you may hear

what is not said.

III) Tread lightly

on the lives of others

you cannot know

their past.
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IV) Speak thoughtfully

so your thoughts 

may not disturb

the mind of another.
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V) I cannot catch the wind 

or keep moonshine

yet I can feel you beside me

when you are not there.

This composition for lute solo has been committed by Susan King who proposed me to write a sort of little suite 

from the beautiful poem of Judith E.P. Johnson (Tasmania).

There is a certain affinity between its ambiance and the sounds of the lute. I tried to put this great sense of 

humanity, this infinite attention to the other in the music itself. 

The poem can be read or said at the beginning of the piece or throughout it. The music can be played alone too.
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Thoughts  

I) If I could see perfume

on Night air

would I be able

to see your absent presence?

 

II) Listen!

Listen closely

so that you may hear

what is not said.

 

III) Tread lightly

on the lives of others

you cannot know

their past.

 

IV) Speak thoughtfully

so your thoughts 

may not disturb

the mind of another.

 

V) I cannot catch the wind 

or keep moonshine

yet I can feel you beside me

when you are not there.

                 Judith E.P. Johnson (Tasmania)


